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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species 4, figure 5, claims 3-1 3 in the 
reply filed on October 26, 2006 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 1-2 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) 
as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on October 26, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

- A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 3-4, 7-9, and 12-13 are. rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ueno et al (U.S. 6,465,907). 

With respect to claims 3-4, Ueno et al discloses a noise resistant circuit for 
squibbing a squib mounted on an object to be moved, the circuit comprising: a sensor 
(50, 60A) sensing a physical quantity applied to the circuit to generate a signal 
corresponding to the physical quantity; a controller (70) configured to issue a command 
for squibbing the squib based on the signal; a plurality of drivers (110, 120) operating in 
response to the command; a plurality of independent channels (80, 90A) connecting the 
controller (70) and the plurality of drivers (110, 120) to transmit the command from the 
controller (70) to the plurality of drivers (110, 120); and a plurality of switching elements 
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(20, 30, 40), mutually connected in series and driven by the plurality of drivers (110, 
120) respectively, to squib the squib (10); wherein each of the plurality of independent 
channels (110, 120) is a channel operating with a serial transmission system (81 , 83, 
91-97). 

With respect to claims 7-9, and 12-13, Ueno et al discloses an airbag apparatus 
for safety comprising: an on-vehicle airbag (A) for automobile inflating in response to a 
signal; a sensor (50, 60A) sensing a movement and generating the signal in response to 
the movement; a controller (70) configured to issue a command for squibbing the squib 
(10) based on the signal; a plurality of drivers (110, 120) receiving the command in 
parallel to each other from the controller (70) and operating in response to the received 
command; a plurality of independent channels (80, 90A) connecting the controller and 
the plurality of drivers (110, 120) to transmit the command from the controller (70) to the 
plurality of drivers (110, 120) ; and a plurality of switching elements (20, 30, 40), 
mutually connected in series and driven by the plurality of drivers (110, 120) 
respectively, to squib the squib (10); wherein each of the plurality of independent 
channels (110, 120) is a channel operating with a serial transmission system (81, 83, 
91-97). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 5-6, and 10-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan C. To whose telephone number is (571) 272-6677. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public. PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, All 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

TTo V 
January t7, 2007 



